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’ A BOOK FOR TODAY

TO MOVE A NATION: The
- Politics of Foreigr Policy in
the Administration of John
T, Kennedy. By Roger Hils- -
man. Doubleday. 602 pages. :
$6.95.
Roger Hilsman served in
John F. Kennedy's State

.of intelligence and reasearch, -
and later as assistan{ secre-'

affairs. Like many - other
. Kennedy appointees, Hilsman
still regards 'those days as'a
never-to-be-repeated era in
American” history, As for .
‘Kennedy’s own place in histo-
ry, “John F. Kennedy was a

“well,” Hilsman writes as the .
fmal two sentences in this’
overly-long, somewhat repetl-

is adoration for Kennedy
has' inhibifed Hilsman from

incisive one, His second- "

v echelon job in the State De-

' partment prevented him from
% writing about the whole sweep
of Kennedy’s foreign policy.
. For instance, Hilsman ob-"
viously had little to do with
Soviet-American relations,
-and the book says little about

the Berlin crisis which colored
. | much of U.8. foreign policy §

" | during Kennedy’s administra-

| tion. Nor is there anything -

ahout -the history of the nu-,
clear  test  han  (alis=(hat

{ finally resulted in the partia]
| test ban treaty of 1963. And. .

‘because of his distance from
Soviet-American relations,
Hilsman continually talks a bxt
naively about the ‘‘growing

1 detente’” that he saw develop- -

ing between Moscow and. -

He seems to feel that if it

achieved between the Umted

{ cant improvement -in. Sovxet-

JAmerica telationsy. For’ Reiease 2004/10/13, CIA RDP88-0

Department, first’ as director .

tary of state for Far Eastern+ -

leader. And he was a heroas

making this book a really’

Washmgton I

were not for Vietnam a solid !
detente would _have been ;
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" {ious book, .-

But if Hilsman says little

. fresh—information on the

inner policy debates that took
place  within the Kennedy
administration. He provides us’
with little we did not know |
-already - about ‘the Cuban.-|

missile crisis, but he does

have useful insights on how. .
‘the  administration’s great: !

. crusade to crush Katanga'
caused severe political and
diplomatic problems within
. the gover nmem

As & former director of fhe

State.  Department’s intelli- -
Hilsman:"
---worked closely ‘with the.Con-

-gence branch,

+ tral Intelligence Agency, and-
hls..-evaiuaﬂon“ot' *the - CIA -

. for new things to do.

i+ . tant role in U.S. policy-making

. Ambassador
_about Berlin or Kast-West | o

relations, he does have some :
very valuable—much of it

T against  U.S; policy toward

e
‘..\. -

many men, SO much money, .
the. CIA always was looking

It is Vietnam, though, that
- should provide the most-
f— mterest for the reader. If
. you've bcen reading every-:
thing written on the subject, *

. But for the majority of people, -;
" Hilsman's book is a key to
* understanding the 1962-63
period, and in particular, the,
i.events leading up to the’
. .assassination of President Ngo '
. ‘Dinh Diem and his brother..

Hilsman played an 1mpor-l

*’in that period, and it is clear.’
from his book that he support-
ed the anti-Diem view reva-
lent in many official circles.
:;Hilsman also was primarily

" responsible” for the now fa- .

-mous Aug. 24, 1963 cable to
Hem'y Cabot
Lodge supporting efforts to
overthrow - Diem.” A dispute
still is waged whether Hils-
. man got sufficient high level
" clearances before sending the -

did.
" Hilsman, since leaving |
) office, has spoken many times

Vietnam;' arguing: particularly -
that the Johnson administra-
‘tion has' taken- the ‘“military
path” and that the bombing of
North Vletmm is wrong. He

!

advoeales instead, a slepped=] ©
~up _counter-gucrrilla actxvxtyi.j -

and more efforts for a politicn
ettlement,

His. book, toward the end
-a-becomes a polemic in oppos:-~-

! tion. to . Vietnam policyi«al-%

. seems fair. His-main cntjcxmr“'_".though he is entitled to his:

of the CIA .was that it' was:
literally too competent; with 80 book's ovorall hlstorlc m

) . v
AN i .B.nl-. aw"!-: et oa: Zaide

States and Russia. He may be '] e
‘right, "of course but this re-y [’
Cviewer at least remember§
. that the whole year of 1964‘j
L passed by without any signifi-; 4

‘views, they’seem to mar his"
eﬂts. 4

" then there will be little new, |

cable. He says in his book he. | -




